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The present issue of Mullai Periyar Dam is analysed from the points revealed by Kerala about the safety of the Dam to suggest a feasible win-win solution duly considering the implied stand of Kerala as perceived by me. 

Revealed stand of Kerala 

The Dam is more than 100 years old and so it is unsafe endangering lakhs of people living down below. As Kerala is not against allowing water to Tamil Nadu for generating power and for irrigation, it suggests for the construction of a new Dam. 

My view 

Any structure can withstand for any no. of years if it is maintained properly (Eg. Kallanai Regulator constructed in Cauvery by Tamil Kind Karikalan about 2000 years ago, Eg. Pyramids in Egypt, etc). Mullai Periyar Dam is a gravity dam and is continuously maintained by adding additional weight through grouting process, and extensive measures for further strengthening as suggested by the technical expert committee constituted by GoI have been carried out. If the dam is maintained regularly the dam will be safe for ever. 

Even if you imagine the breach of the Mullai periyar dam, most of its floods will be abosorbed by the Iddiki dam constructed below the Mullai Periyar dam for safe disposal of flood water thereafter. Please note that the capacity of the Mullai Periyar Dam is 10.50 TMC (1 TMC=1 billion cubic feet) and that of the Iddiki dam is 70 TMC (7 times the capacity of Mullai Periyar Dam) and dam has not received its full capacity so far. The height of the Iddiki dam is 555 ft. and designed to produce 780 MW of Hydropower.
Regarding the idea of constructing a new dam, the fact is that no suitable site (with respect to Hydrogeology, economy and construction stability) is available in the Periyar River other than the present location of the Dam.  

Kerala also knows all these facts as also the GoI. 

So, it is evident that Kerala is putting its argument to the gullible public with ulterior motive. 
Ulterior motive – the implied stand of Kerala 

The ulterior motive of Kerala could be that they want to get adequate quantity of water to the Idiki dam which was constructed mainly for producing Hydraulic power, since the Idiki Dam is not getting enough water now for producing power. But the agreement made between the Tiruvancore Maha Raja and the then colonial British Government ruled Madras Province during the year 1895 is a stumbling block in achieving their ulterior motive. 

Kerala may consider that the agreement made some 100 years ago based on the then conditions of the States cannot be still valid in the prevailing changed needs of the States. This view of the Kerala cannot be neglected. 

Analysis of present situation and solution 

Kerala needs water for power generation through Idiki dam. But there is no scope for further expansion of irrigated area in Kerala. Moreover the annual rainfall in Kerala is much more than that of Tamil Nadu and the present limited agriculture will not suffer in Kerala. Now Kerala is enjoying the benefit of Annual revenue of about Rs. 250 crores through Turism and Fishing rights in addition to the following amounts received annually from Tamil Nadu Govt. 

· Rs. 2.58 lakhs towards the lease amount for the water spread area of 8591 acres 

· Rs. 6.00 lakhs towards the royalty for power generation by Tamil Nadu 

· Rs. 12.00 lakhs towards the salary for Police men guarding the dam 

The need for Periyar water in Tamil Nadu is mainly for irrigation (about 2.00 lakh acres) in its low rainfall areas. Also Tamil Nadu is in a favourable location by getting Periyar water from a height of about 2000 ft. so as to produce more hydraulic power by utilizing the high potential energy available with water falling from 2000 ft. 

If the Periyar water in full / part is allowed to go to the Idiki dam for generating power, the power generation will be very much less than that could be generated by allowing the same quantity to Tamil Nadu because of the difference in potential energy as stated above. Moreover the water coming out of the power station can be used for irrigating more area in Tamil Nadu than in Kerala.  

So it is evident that we can get maximum benefit out of the available water resource if it is allowed to flow through Tamil Nadu as per the agreement from the existing dam by maintaining it properly so as to store water to its designed capacity up to 152 ft. instead of the present 136 ft. Further, Kerala can be compensated by giving a portion of Electrical power generated in Tamil Nadu to Kerala in terms agreeable to both the States. If both the States join together for maintaining the Dam properly, we can attain maximum benefit with the effect of synergy.  

In my considered view, this is one of the best feasible solutions with win-win status for both the States in the interest of Nation. For more clarification you may read my article written in Tamil which is also enclosed. 

Win-Win.. 
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