Introducing GoAL WaSH

Governance, Advocacy and Leadership for Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

GoAL WaSH is an innovative new UNDP
programme that aims to accelerate achieve-
ment of the water and sanitation Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) through
strategically targeted interventions that
strengthen governance of the water and
sanitation sectors at appropriate levels.

Achieving the MDGs
Globally, almost 1 billion people lack clean
drinking water. 2.4 billion people have no
access to hygienic sanitation facilities; 1.2
billion lack any sanitation facilities at all.
Each day, an average of 5,000 children die
due to preventable water and sanitation re-
lated diseases. In 2000, through the MDGs,
the international community committed to
halving the proportion of people without
access to clean water and basic sanitation by
2015. Overall, the world is on track to meet
the water supply MDG, but there are major
gaps in many regions and countries, par-
ticularly in Sub-Saharan Africa. On current
trends, the world will miss the sanitation
target by a staggering 700 million people.
Meeting the MDG water and sanita-
tion targets is more than a health and dig-
nity issue. The evidence is compelling that
achieving the water and sanitation goals
would trigger a major leap forward in hu-
man development:
e Water and sanitation are essential to

achieving all of the MDGs

¢ Investmentinwater supplyyields an aver-
age economic return of USD 4.4 to USD I

* Investmentinsanitationyieldsan average
economic return of USD 9.I to USD I

¢ Human Development is more closely
linked to access to water and sanitation
thanany other developmentdriver, includ-
ingspending on health or education, and
access to energy services.

The GoAL WaSH Programme

GoAL WaSH works with countries that
have low water and sanitation coverage and
are not projected to achieve the water, sani-
tation or both MDGs. It works through:
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* Identifying gaps, needs, constraints and
opportunities in national water and sanita-
tion plans, strategies and capacities

* Governance reform, leadershipand policy
advocacy

* Incorporation of water and sanitation
into national MDG and related poverty
reduction strategies

* Close coordination with governments
and key development partners active in
water and sanitation at country level.

For more information on GoAL WaSH con-
tact: Alastair Morrison, GoAL WaSH Coordi-
nator at the UNDP Water Governance Facil-
ity at SIWI at alastair.morrison@siwi.org
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Paraguay: National

co-ordination and plan-

ning, policy and strate-
gies to reach MDGs

Planned activities

. Assessments underway

Mali: Supporting 166
Councils prepare and
implement local WaSH
plans and projects

Sierra Leone: Providing
a WaSH co-ordinator, de-
veloping sector recovery
policies and strategies

Nepal: Supporting
government develop
a SWAp for WaSH

Zambia: Voice and governance —
consumer representation and more
effective information dissemination

Madagascar: National
co-ordination, planning
and capacity-building
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