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Press Release:

To,

Sri.Madhav Gadgil

Honorable Chairman, Western Ghats Experts Panel

A-18, Springflowers, 

Panchavati, Pashan,

Pune 411008











Date: 21-07-2010


Sub: Objection to Gundia Hydel Electric Project

Dear Sir,

As we all know, the Experts Appraisal Committee (EAC) has recommended the Gundia Hydel Electric Project subjected to certain conditions and it has further advised Ministry of Environment and Forests to seek the recommendation from the Western Ghats Expert panel under your able chairmanship.

With respect to Gundia Project, though the EAC has advised to drop the construction of Hongadahalla reservoir, we still have to consider several issues pertaining to this project, like destruction of around 480 hectares of rain forests, construction of roads inside the forest which will help poachers and illegal tree felling from the forests.

Also, there is a plan to build barrages on the rivers, Hongadahalla, Keeri and Yethhinahalla and to join them through a tunnel at Horibetta where power would be generated. It not just deviate the rivers from their natural flow, but also the construction of tunnel may alter the flow of underground streams which are vital for the water security of the region, as many villages in the region depending on the perennial springs for both agriculture and house hold usage. Changing water flow will also affect several species of fishes, amphibians and other wildlife species that live in these fresh waters.


It is important to note that, in spite of such a high ecological costs, the power plant will only be functional during the rainy season. 

As lots of hues and cries are made about climate change globally, in India, we must conserve our rain forests which act as carbon sinks. Also it is worth noting that, Save Western Ghats campaign recommends no Dam shall be built in the Western Ghats in the future. Considering the long term benefits from the Western Ghats to the mankind as well as the wildlife, we request you to take decision against the disastrous project. 

As the citizens concerned and a group interested in protection of wildlife of the Western Ghats, we urge you not to clear the proposed project in the bio-diversity rich Western Ghats.

In last few decades developmental works have taken its toll on Western Ghats, and led to the massive deforestation of the area. And led to loss of precious wildlife from many areas in the region. Apart from this, Western Ghats, being the life line of farmers of all the southern states of India, play a major roll in the economy of the region. Hence it is of prime importance to conserve the Western Ghats for the sustenance of life in the region. 

Yours Faithfully

Guruprasad Timmapur

Trustee, Wildlife Matters Trust

Bengaluru

CC:

1. Sri B.S.Yedyurappa, Hon'ble Chief Minster and Forest Minister Government of Karnataka.

2. Sri Jairam Ramesh, Hon'ble Minister for Environment and Forests, Government of India.

3. Ms.Meera Saxena, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary (Forests, Ecology and Environment), Government of Karnataka.

4. Sri Anil Kumble, Hon'ble Vice-Chairman (State Wildlife Board) and Vice-Chairman of the State Level Tiger Steering Committee.

5. Sri I.B.Srivastava, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of the Forest Force, Karnataka.

6. Sri B.K.Singh, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Karnataka.

7. Sri Sanjay Gubbi, Hon'ble Member State Board for Wildlife and Member State Level Tiger Steering Committee.

