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Rivers Under siege: Latin America hotspots
Hundreds of dams are planned across the continent. Here we highlight some  
of the leading threats to rivers and communities in Latin America.
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1 Mexico is developing a series of big dams for 
water supply and hydropower in the Pacific states 
of Oaxaca, Guerrero, Jalisco and Nayarit.

2 Guatemala is planning a series 
of small and medium-sized hydropower 
projects over the next 20 years. Most 
controversial is the planned Xalala 
Dam on the Chixoy River. 

5 Ecuador has proposed up to 226 
new hydroelectric projects, including 
many in the Ecuadorian Amazon.

6 Peru has plans for at least 18 large 
dams in the Amazon, flooding indig-
enous lands and the rainforest. 

7 Brazil is planning to 
build more than 100 large 
dams in the Amazon basin 
over the next 20 years.

8 Bolivia has started feasi-
bility studies for the 800 MW 
Cachuela Esperanza Dam on 
the Beni River in the Amazon.

10 Twelve rivers in Chile’s 
Patagonia region are threatened by 
hydropower development.

3 Panama has identified 57 hydro sites with 
a potential of 2,581 MW. People living along the 
Changuinola River are fighting construction of the 
Chan-75 Dam being built by US energy giant AES. 

4 Colombia is developing close to 
10,000 MW of hydropower.

9 Brazil/Paraguay: Plans to 
blast and dredge an industrial wa-
terway through the world's largest 
tropical wetlands – the Pantanal 
– continue, with both countries car-
rying out new environmental studies.


