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Switzerland has been charging for seven years

Switzerland is the only European country where road user charges that internalize external costs of transport are applied. The scheme involves a per km charge for all heavy-duty vehicles on all Swiss roads. It was introduced in 2001 and the main results of this experience after seven years are the following:

Increased efficiency in the road transport sector: between 2001 and 2005 the number of kilometres travelled by heavy goods traffic (kilometre performance) decreased by 6.4 per cent, whereas the goods transported (transport performance) increased by 16.4 per cent.

Positive effects on environment: reduction of emissions of particles by 10 per cent, nitrogen oxides 14 per cent and carbon dioxide six per cent.

No negative effects on the labour market: the number of people employed in road transport remained stable.

Negligible effect on consumer prices: according to Swiss government figures, the overall attributable price increase following the introduction of the scheme has been only 0.1 per cent.

Effects on competitiveness: Switzerland climbed the global competitiveness rankings to be ranked as the most competitive economy in the world in 2006–2007, according to the World Economic Forum.

Source: T&E Background Briefing.

