Imperfect picture

Families finance addiction at the cost of child health

m The UN Millennium Development Goals aim to reduce child mortality. But they ignore a crucial
relationship — household tobacco/alcohol consumption leads to low immunisation rate, malnutrition
and respiratory infections among children. For the first time, a study establishes these linkages for India
m Three-fourths of Indian households (from all socio-economic strata) have at least one member
consuming tobacco/alcohol. This, in turn, is responsible for seven per cent of the nation’s infant mortality
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m Children suffer the most when family members smoke, chew
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