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 Prima facia we are of the view that the State 

Government and the Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control 

Board has acted contrary to law in permitting the stone 

crushers or Hot Mixers to come up on the river bed and 

even in the river itself.  It could hardly matter whether the 

property is a private property or a public property.  

Protection to environment is a constitutional obligation of 

the State and it is the constitutional right of every citizen 

of this country to be provided with decent and clean 

environment in reference to Article 21 of the Constitution 

of India. Guidelines which are offending the Constitutional 

mandate can hardly be enforced, particularly for a limited 

commercial interest.  We direct the State of Himachal 

Pradesh and the Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control 

Board to conduct joint inspection of the sites involved in 

the Original Application No.79 of 2014 as well as Original 

Application No.335 of 2013 and submit a comprehensive 

report with reference to the law, guidelines and the 

physical location and activity of those stone crushers/Hot 



 

 

Mixers on the river bed or in the river itself.  The State and 

the Board shall place on record all the guidelines in that 

behalf.   

 The inspection shall be conducted by a very Senior 

Officer of the State as well as that of the Board.  We direct 

that the Senior Representative of the Institute of Central 

Soil and Water Conservation Research and Training 

Institute, Chandigarh shall also accompany the inspection 

team. It will be obligatory on the State of Himachal 

Pradesh and the Pollution Control Board to ensure the 

presence of such representative on the date of inspection. 

Interim order to continue till then. 

 List this matter on 20th November, 2014 at Shimla 

as requested by the Learned Counsel appearing for the 

parties. 
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